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Comments upon the Sacred Writings of the Jews ana 
Christians. Exodus Chat {cr 32. 





THE GOLDEN CALF, &c. 
HILE Moles was pafling away his time upon 
the mount, under pretence of holding an titi- 
mate interview with Jehovah, and getting the the te (Ti- 
monv inferived upon the two tables of ftone, Aaron, his 
coadjutor in villainy and deception, formed a plan for 
{fwindling the Jewith people out of their property. “ And 
Aaron faid unto them, break-off the golden ear-rings 
which are in the ears of vour wives, of your daughters, 
and bring them unto me.” (v. 2.) With theie golden ear 
rings he pretended to form a golden calf, which was af- 
terwards thrown into the fire and burnt up, then ground 
to powder, then thrown upon the waters, and afterwards 
given to the Jewifh people to drink as a kind of morning 
dram. What a ftrange ftory this is: in all its parts-it is 
mingled with fufpicious circumilances and flaaiped with 
the moft {windling hypocricy. How did they me'it this 
gold? Were they acquainted with the princtples of 
chemiftry, or did they bring it intoa ftate of tulion by 
working of « miracle? How did they afterward grind ic 
to powder, and by what means dic i they gather it up atf- 
ter it was calt into the water?) What was the object of 
making the people drink of this golden liqrid? Was ic 
for the purpofe of reftoring moral or phyfical fanity, or 
was it intended as an exhibition of {pite and punifhment 
to the Jewifh people ?—To all thefe queftions fuperftiri. 
ons credulity would give various anfwers ; but realon de. 
4 res the whole to be a fabrication of fraud, falfhood and 
deception. If the Chriltian clergy were to exercife their 
talents in an explanation of the {trange matters contained 
inthis chapter, it might perhaps be of great fervice to 
their pious pm tain and aris to filen e the op yection 1g 
pf infidels. In the mineteeuth verls of titis chapter ic is 
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faid, that “the anger of Mofes waxed hot, and he caft 
the tables out of his hand and break them. Fine com. 
pliment this which Moles paid to his God; efpecially 
confidering that the latter condefcended to come down 
upon the mount and write for Mofes with his own hand! 
If the people had offended Mofes he ough at leaft fo far 
have reftrained his anger, as to have held facred the 
workmanthip of Jehovah ; inftead of this he lets out all 
the irafcible paflions to which the frailty of man has exe 
vofed his exiftence. It does not appear from this that 
he had juft left the company of the Creator; tor it he had 
he would have fhown a more maniy, folemn and digni- 
fied condu&. 
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Theological Enquiries continued, 


This ftory bears agreat fimilarity to the manner of 
writing among the ancients, when they endervored to ac- 
count for the fuppofed deformities of nature. Ever 
incapable of feeing perfection ; and unwilling to believe 
that the fupreme being would, at firft, make an imper- 
fect work; they were forever manufaCiuring ftories to 
account for his fpoiling the work of his own hands. It 
is probable therefore that the Jews picked up this fable 
among the Egyptians, and thinking it would make their 
hiltory more perfect, inferted it at the beginning. 

We fhall take no notice of the interpretation and com- 
ment upon this fable by the chrillian writers, fuch as, that 
the ferpent was nota rez! ferpent, but a bad {pirit in the 
figure of aferpent; that by the tranfgreflion of Adam the 
human race are condemned to everlafting fire, &c. this 
makes the matter much worfe on the part of God, 
but as it belongs properly te the character of the chrifti- 
an God, which we are not now examining, we muft re- 
turn to the God of the Hebrews; and, pafling over the 
ftory of the great deluge, and of Noah with his ark look. 
ing only to the moral, I alk to what purpofe was the old 
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world deftroyed and what good accrued from it. The 
new world foon grew tobe as wicked, asit was poflible 
for the old world to be, and they departed from the wor- 
fhip of Adonai, or the Lord, for upwards of 700 years 
till it was revived by Abraham- Iris faid, that Sodom 
and Gomorah and all the cities of the plain, were dellroy- 
ed for their wickednefs; but nothing is fo greata proof 
of the vices of any particular peried, as when great crimes 
are related and pafled over without cenfure; of fuch kind 
is the abomination of two daughters lying with their {a- 
ther ;—the ingratitude of Sarah to Hagar and the treach- 
erous vilainy of Simeon and Levi in the murder of Ha- 
mer and Secham, Gen. 34. So that it does not appear 
that the moral character of man was at all improved by 
the deftruction of the old world and although he promifes 
never again to deftroy the race of man at once, he is con- 
tinually finding reafon tocut them off in detail, fome- 
times hardening their hearts to prevent their obedience 
and efcape from punifhment, Exod. 4, 21. And the 


Lord faid unto Mofes when thou goeft to return to E- 


gypt fee that thou do allthe wonders which I have put 
in thine hand—but I will harden his heart that he fhallt 
not let the children of Ifrael go. Would it not have 
been as eafy to have foftened the heart of Pharach as to 
have hardened it, when fo many innocent people thro’. 
out the land of Egypt were to be fuiferers through that 
hardnefs of heart. 

And when’ Mofes went to return into Egypt accord- 
ing to the command of the Lord to perform the wonders 
which he putinhishand. Itcame to pats that by the 
way in the inn that the Lord met.him and fought to kill 
him, no reafon is given why the Lord thould feek to kill 
Mofes; however we are left to conjecure that it was on 
account of his fon not being circumcifed; for it immedi- 
ately follows in the next verfe * Then Zipporah took a 
fharp ftone, and cut off the forefkin of her fon, and caft 
it at at his feet, and faid lurely a bloo ly hufband art thou 
tome fohelethumgo. It is probable that the amiable 


daughter of Jethro, could not be perfuaded by Moles te 
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ded among her own kinc Ired, but no fooner does he get 
her from home, and on the e road to Egypt than he pre- 
tends to have feen the Lord, who had threatened to kill 
ce ifthe child were not circumcifed; and therefore fhe 
fays, furely a bloody hufband art thou to me but if fhe 
ha direfed the fharp ftone at the head of Mofes, and 
thereby put an end to his exiltence the human race would 
have been under infinite obligations to the daughter of 
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Jethro, and fhe would have been the faviour of her own 
nation. 

In infliGing the punifhment upon the Egyptians it 
appears more like a wanton exercife of power in the 
Lord than to bring men to a fenife of their duty and con- 


¢ommit fo great a cruelty upon her child, while fhe. refi- 


fequent reformation, which ought to Le the reafon of pun- 
ithinz. All clailes of fociety are involved in the afflicti- 
on; for itis faid Exod. 12 %& 29 the Lord {mote all the 


firft born in the land of Egypt from the firft born of 


Pharoah that fat on his throne unto the firft bora of the 
captive that wasin the dungeon and-allthe firit born of 


cattle. icre we fee him again exerciling his fury upon 
the dumb creation as a drunken man in a paflion with 
his wife, vents his rage again{t the furniture and glaffes, 
fuch 2 God would do very well for a bugbear to the ig- 
norant jews but never can meet oe admiration or de- 
votion by enlightened men at the clofe of the 18th cen- 


tury of the chriftia n eraor at the dawn of the age of rea- 
ion. 





For tHe Prosrecr. 


The advocates of revelation, in fupport of their fcheme, 
talk jomet imes of its external evi dence hat is meant 
' this term! ioe can external evidence either prove 
or confirm the pofition, that God has revealed his will to 
nanby a book? ‘To call in the aid of hiftory to fhew 
hat woat he is faid to have revealed is in whole or in 
part true, is in fo farto prove that there was no occafion 
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for the fuppofed revelation, and confequently that am 
unneceflary communication cannot have been made by a 
being who dees nothing in vain—lf facred and profane 
hiltory, as tney are called, happer: in iome inttances to 
colcide, are we thence to inter that information as to 
events :<luted in both comes in one cafe exprefs from 
God? The miracl-s attributed to JefusChrift are fuppoted 
to receive confirmation from:the circumftance of the 


Jewith hiltorian, Jofepbus having alluded to them in his 


writings. — sur Jofephus fpeaking of Jefus fays, or has 
been mace to fay, * This was the Chrilt.”—-Now if Jo- 
ephus really faid this ’tis evidenthe was not a Jew but a 
Chriftian. and theretore his tellumony in the former cha- 
racter paffes for nothing ; and if it has been foifted into 
his work by fome zealous friend to divine truth, how fhall 
we know that more or allof his Jewifh te{timony has not 
been manutactured with equal judgement to ferve the 
fame rizhteous purpole ?) ‘Tie value of exterial evidence 
is alfo inforced by the inftance of the deftruction of Jeru- 
falem, related to have been forced by Jeftus—but with re- 
viving the queftion whether this famous prediction was 
written be:ore or after the deltru.:ion took place, it may 
be alked why, in refpect to matters of much greater no- 
toricty, hiffory fhould be wholly fii'ent—The flood—The 
fun, or earth, ftanding ftill at the command of Jofhua, 
and the coifequently protrattei confequent darknefs 
to halt the globe. —Hfzrod’s inaflacre of the infants~-and 
the darknels at the crucifixion,—all thefe are certainly 
matters of greater public concernment and conflernation 
than the deitruction of a city, and could not have been 
left unnoticed had they taken place, unlefs indeed it be 
contended that profound hiftorians have been pro tante 
infpired to be filent. Itxternal evidence, however, as 
applied to the quettion of divine revelation or not, can 
have no operation—fo far fimply as it may confirm fatts 
of inferior moment it may prove that every thing related 
in the bible is not falfe, but it by no means follows that 
wheat, merely becaufe it may happen to be found among 
tares, is therefore to be {wallowedas the bread of life. 
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Lhe following beautiful veries were written in 1783, 
while the French revolution, uncrimfoned by the fan- 
guinary {cenes which have fince difgraced it, was yet 
in its infancy ; and while the heart of every friend to 
liberty beat high in its favour. 


Verses, by Roscoe. 

Unfold, father ‘Time, thy long records unfold, 
Of noble achievements accomplifhed of old ; 
When men, by the ftandard of Liberty led; 
Undanuntedlv conguer’d, or cheerfully bled. 
But know, ’mid the triamphs thefe moments feveal, 
Their glories fhiall fade, and their luftre turn pale; 
Whillt Francé@ rifes up, and confirms the decree; 
That bids millions rejoice, and a nation bé free. 
As {pring to the fields, or as dew to the flow’r, 
To the earth parch’d with heat as the foft dropping 

fhow’r 
As health to the wretch who lies languid and wan. 
Oras reft to the weary--is Freedom to man. | 
Where Freedom the light of her countenance gives, : 
There only he revels, there ony he lives. 
Seize then the glad moment, and hatt the decree; 
That bids millions rejoicé, and a nation be free. ) 
France! we fharein the rapture thy bofom that fitts, 
Whillt the fpirit of Liberty bounds o’er thy hills ; 
Redundant henceforth may thy purple juice flow, 
Prouder wave thy green woods, and thine olive trees 

grow. 


! 
) 
! 





367 


For thy brows may the hand of philofophy twine, 
Bleft emblems, the myrtle, the olive and vine ; 

And Heav’n thro’ all ages, confirm the decree, 
That tears off thy chains, and bids millions be free 
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Profesiic n of Faith from Rousseau, continued. 





Confider, my friend, in what a terrible difcuflion lam 
already engaged ; what immente erudition I {Land in need 
of, to recur back tothe earlieli antiquity; to examine, to 
weigh, to confront prophecies, revelations, facts, with all 
the monuments of faith that have mace their appearance 
in all the countries of the world: to afcertain their time, 
place, authors and occafions. How great the critical fa- 
gacity which is requifite toenable me to diflinguifh be- 
tween pieces that are fuppofitions, and thofe which are 
authentic; to compgére objections with their replies, 
tranflations with their originals; to judge of the impar- 
tiality of witnefles, of their good fenfe, of theiz capacity ; 
to know if nothing be fuppre! fed or added to their telfti- 
mony, if nothing be changed, tranf{poled or ialiifed; to 
obviate the contradictions that remain, to judge what 
weight we ought to aleribe to the lilence of our oppon- 
ents, in regard to facts alle get avuinft them; to difco 
ver whether f iuch allegations W ¢ knov ynto them; whe- 
ther they did not difdain them too much to make any 
reply ; whether books were common enough for ours to 
reach them; orif we were honeit anough wo let u 
have a free circulation omong us; and to leave their 
frongeft objections in full force. 

Again, ‘uppoling all theie monuments. acknowledged 
to be inconteltible, we now proceed to examine the prools 
of the miffion of their authors: it would be nece flary tor 
us to be perfectly acquainted with the laws of chance, 
and the doctrine of probabilities, to judge what predicti- 
on could not be accomplifhed without a miracle; to 
know the genius of the original languages, in order to dif- 
tinguifh what is predictive in thele languages, and what is 
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enly figurative. It would be requifite for us to know. 
what facts are agreeable to the eftablithed order of nature 
and what are not fo; to be able to fay how far an arttul 
mati may not facinate the eves cf the fimple, and even a- 
ftonifh the moft enlightened fpectators ; to know of what 
kind a miracle fhould be, and the authenticity it ought to 
bear, not only to claim our beliet, but to. make it crimi- 
nalto doubt it; to compare the proofs of falle and true 
miracles, and difcover the certain means of diltinguilhiog 
them; and after allto tellwhy the Deity fhould chule 
in order to coufirm the truth of his word, to make ule of 
means which themfelves require fo much confirmation, 
as if he took delight in playing upon the credulity of 
mankind, and had purpolely avoided the direct means to 
perfuade them. 

Suppofe that the divine Majefty had really condelcen- 
ded to make man the organ of promulgating its facred 
will; is it reafonable, isit juft to require all mankind to 
obey the voice of fuch a minifler, without his making 
himfelf known to be fuch? Where is the equity or pro- 
priety in furnifhing him, for univerfal credeutials, with 
only afew particular tokens difplayed before a handful of 
obfcure perfon, and of which the reft of mankind know 
nothing but by herefay ? In every country in the world, 
if we fhould believe all the prodigies to be true which 


the common people, and the ignorant, affirm to have feen - 


every fect would be in the right, there would be no more 
miraculous events than natural ones; and the greateft 
miracle of all would be to find that no miracles had hap- 
pened where fanaticiim had becn perfecuted. The fu- 
preme being is beft difplayed by the fixed and unaltera- 
ble order of nature: if there fhould happen many excep- 
tions to fuch general laws, I thould no longer know what 
to think; and, for my own part,I mutt confels I believe 
too much in God to believe fo many miracles fo little 
worthy of him. To be continued. 
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